Modes of action of enterotoxins from Vibrio cholerae and EScherichia coli.
Current information on the intestinal secretory mechanism and on the actions of the enterotoxins from Vibrio cholerae and Escherichia coli are reviewed. These enterotoxins, through their effects on the metabolism of cyclic nucleotides, both inhibit active absorption and stimulate active secretion of water and electrolytes in the small intestine. the enterotoxin of V. chol erae and the heat-labile enterotoxin of E. coli affect these activities by stimulating adenylate cyclase, and the heat-stable enterotoxin of E. coli does so by stimulating guanylate cyclase.